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Plenary Session Run Sheet 

Thursday 26 November 1000 – 1100 AEDT 

Graeme Shirtley Oration   

Chair:  
Geoff Robinson  
 

Speakers:  
Andy Robertson  

Panel:  
No panel  

 

Reminder to chairs / speakers – please log into the OnAIR system 30 minutes prior to the 

scheduled start time.  You will be welcomed by the operator; and placed in the Green Room as 

outlined during the rehearsals. 

Brief Opening script (For Chairperson)  

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. 

• Reminder to viewers - Please use the Live Q&A tab to ask any questions to our speakers. We 

will be answering the questions during the panel at the end of the session.  

• Encourage delegates to visit the exhibition today at 1150-1250 and to increase their points.  

• Trouble-shooting – if as viewers you are having difficulty with the session, please click on the 

red “Live Support” button in the top right of the screen to speak to our live support team. 

• Thank the audience for joining the session today. Remind AMMA members that the AGM 

will take place on Friday 27 November at 1630 and encourage them to join  

• Introduce the session and the orator (refer below for biographical information) 

Brief Closing Script (For Chairperson) 

• Thank you for joining us.  

• Once this session is over, please return to the timeline for the Army, Navy and Airforce 

breakout sessions. (which is the main program page on the OnAIR Platform).  

Presentation 
type  

Length  Time  Presenter  Layout  Powerpoin
t  

Recording  

Welcome 
from chair  

5mins 1000-1005 GPCAPT Geoff 
Robinson NSC 

Single  No  LIVE  

Plenary  46mins  1005-1050 CDRE Andy Robertson 
CSC PSM 
 

Single 
/P in P 

TBA YES  

Q&A  10mins  1050-1100 Q&A – Andy 2 side 
by side  

 LIVE  
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Bio  

CDRE ANDREW ROBERTSON CSC PSM is the Chief Health Officer, Assistant Director General, Public 

and Aboriginal Health Division | Department of Health 

Dr Andrew (Andy) Robertson is the Chief Health Officer and Assistant Director General within the 

Public and Aboriginal Health Division in the Western Australia Department of Health (WA Health). He 

was previously the Deputy Chief Health Officer and Director, Disaster Management from February 

2008 until June 2018. With specialist medical qualifications in Public Health Medicine and Medical 

Administration, and sub-specialty training in Underwater Medicine, Disaster Medicine and Chemical, 

Biological and Radiological (CBR) Defence, he served with the RAN from 1984 until 2003, including 

completing three tours to Iraq as a Biological Weapons Chief Inspector with the United Nations 

Special Commission in 1996 and 1997 and sea-postings on HMAS CANBERRA, HMAS SYDNEY and 

HMAS PARRAMATTA. In his Reserve role, he served as the Director Naval Health Reserves – WA from 

December 2006 to July 2015, provided specialist medical advice as an advisor to the Sea Worthiness 

Boards, and deployed as a public health specialist on Pacific Partnership in 2015 and 2016. In July 

2015, he was promoted to Commodore and undertook the role of Director General Navy Health 

Reserves until December 2019. 

In October 2003, he took up the position of the Director, Disaster Preparedness and Management in 

WA Health, a position that was integrated into his Divisional Director’s role prior to his Deputy Chief 

Health Officer role. In December 2004, he led the Australian Medical Relief team into the Maldives 

post tsunami, managed WA Health’s response to the 2005 Bali Bombing, led the WA Health team 

into Indonesia after the Yogyakarta earthquakes in June 2006, worked as the Radiation Health 

Adviser to the Australian Embassy after the Fukushima nuclear incident in 2011 and conducted the 

AUSMAT needs assessment in Nepal after the Nepal earthquake in 2015. Since 2008, he has 

coordinated the WA Health responses to Cyclone George, the Varanus Island gas explosion, the 

Ashmore Reef incident, the public health system aspects of the H1N1 2009 pandemic, the 2011 

CHOGM meeting and the 2015 Ebola preparations, and acted as the Chief Information Officer and 

the Chief Medical Officer. He has been undertaking the current role since June 2018, including 

leading the WA Health response to the Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID-19) outbreak. 

https://www.amma.asn.au/amma2020/speakers/graeme-shirtley-oration-cdre-andrew-robertson-

csc-psm/  
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